
 

Participant Video Review Process 
Formative Assessment Insights 
 
Learning to implement formative assessment involves developing new ways of planning and implementing lessons and 
leads to changes in the roles of both teachers and students. In this video reflection, you will take video now, as you begin 
the course, and once again at the end of the course. These videos will be used to consider what you learned in the course 
and how your use of formative assessment has impacted your students. At the end of the course, you will select and 
share brief clips from the pre- and post-videos that highlight important learnings and the impact of formative assessment 
practice on the culture of learning in your classroom. 
 
Initial Videotaping 

Planning to videotape your classroom: 

To prepare for the videotaping, first consider the lesson. You will want to record a lesson that includes the following 
activities: 

● your introduction to the lesson, 

● interactions between you and the students that take place during the lesson, 

● students engaged in discussion with one another, and 

● students reflecting on their progress towards the learning goal. 

We recommend that you have a partner to help on the day of recording the lesson. This makes it easier to document how 
different students are engaged throughout the lesson. If you are able to work with a partner, let him or her know how 
you are thinking about the recording session, and note if you anticipate any key points in the lesson, or specific students, 
to capture. 

Technical considerations: 

There are two key technical considerations to address. One is that it is helpful to have microphones near where students 
are speaking so that you can hear what they are saying to one another during student discussions. In addition, teachers 
report that it is helpful to keep samples of student work from this activity to reflect on later. 

Reflecting on Instructional Practice using Initial Videotape: 

The primary purpose of this first classroom video is for you to use this video to reflect on your current instructional 
practice, and use the evidence you gather from the video to set your own learning goals for this course. This initial video 
will not be shared with colleagues at this time, though at the end of the course you will select a brief 5-minute clip from 
this video to share with colleagues at your Community of Practice meeting. 

As you view your classroom video, consider and take notes on the following key questions. Jot down evidence from the 
video where appropriate: 

● To what extent are students clear about where their learning is headed? 

● To what extent do the learning activities give you helpful information about students’ current learning status? 

● To what extent do you notice students are able to use feedback they receive during the lesson to move their 
learning forward? 

● What do you notice about how students are working together to support one another’s learning? 

Prior to setting your learning goals, respond to the following questions: 

● What are some strengths in your own instructional practice, that you can use as a foundation for formative 
assessment learning? 



 

● What evidence does this video provide about potential next steps in your formative assessment practice? 

Based on what you have explored in your learning to date, and the results of your Self-Assessment, reflect on what you 
most want to learn in this course. Add this to the learning goals you have written in your Insights Journal. 

 

End-of-Course Videotaping 

Planning to videotape your classroom: 

To prepare for the videotaping, first consider the lesson. You will want to record a lesson that includes the following 
activities: 

● your introduction to the lesson, 

● interactions between you and the students that take place during the lesson, 

● students engaged in discussion with one another, and 

● students reflecting on their progress towards the learning goal. 

We recommend that you have a partner to help on the day of recording the lesson. This makes it easier to document how 
different students are engaged throughout the lesson. If you are able to work with a partner, let him or her know how 
you are thinking about the recording session, and note if you anticipate any key points in the lesson, or specific students, 
to capture. You may wish to share a formative assessment lesson plan with your partner and use that to highlight which 
evidence of formative assessment practice is most important to capture. 

Reflecting on your end-of-course video: 

The primary purpose of the end-of-course video is to reflect on the formative assessment practices you are using and 
their impact on your students and the culture of learning in your classroom. 

First, watch your end-of-course video and reflect on the same key questions we introduced with the initial video. Jot 
down evidence from the video as to each of the following questions: 

● To what extent are students clear about where their learning is headed? 

● To what extent do the learning activities give you helpful information about students’ current learning status? 

● To what extent do you notice students are able to use feedback they receive during the lesson to move their 
learning forward? 

● What do you notice about how students are working together to support one another’s learning? 

Next, review your reflections from initial video,  and then watch the video you took. 

● What do you notice is different now about how students are engaged in the learning? 

● What do you notice about how your role as teacher has changed? 

● What do you notice has changed in the culture of learning? 

● What other observations arise from comparing the initial video and the end-of-course video? 

Finally, select one brief clip from the second video that represents a significant change in your classroom. This may be a 
clip that represents a change in culture, a change in the student role as learner, or a change in your instructional practice. 
Bring this clip with you to the Community of Practice meeting to share with peers, along with some personal reflections 
about that change. If you are able to do so, you may also select a brief clip from the initial video that serves as a 
comparison to the end-of-course video clip you selected. 


