British Consumer Products in Late Eighteenth Century America
Elizabeth Duncan

Learning Objectives

e Understand changing attitudes toward British consumer goods in late eighteenth century
Harvard/America, through a focus on objects of fashion and personal adornment
e Consider more broadly the importance of material culture in daily life and identity.

Time
e 15-20 minutes (can be extended)

Recommended Number of Participants

e Minimum of 6 students

Materials

e Handouts
o Mid-Century (2 pages)
o Pre-Revolution (3 pages)
o Post-Revolution (3 pages)

e From left to right:
o 2014.14.815

= Cufflinks
= Pewter, gem-shaped cut glass on both faces
= 1700-1820

o 2014.14.769
= Shoe buckle
= Frame fragment, lead alloy, molded design
= 1680-1790
o Wig Curler (Reproduction)
= 18" Century
* Modeled after original found in colonial Williamsburg



Procedure

Lay out objects. Have class walk around and look closely at the objects, trying to guess
what they are and noting features such as materials, design, etc. (1-2 minutes)

When everyone is finished looking, go through the objects one by one and get students to
decide as a group what each one is and provide their rationale. As each object is
discussed (and if projecting equipment is available) project an image of the object so that
everyone can see it clearly. When group has come up with an identification for each
object, reveal what each one actually is. (3+ minutes)

Ask class to decide as a group where they think these objects were made and what period
they are from, and to explain why they think this. Reveal they were made in Britain but
were excavated in Harvard Yard, and discuss how American manufacturing was not
particularly developed in the eighteenth century (and was more expensive) so most
consumer products came from Britain. (1-2 minutes)

Introduce learning objective. Ask students to think about the value of investigating
objects of fashion and adornment as opposed to other consumer products. (2 minutes)
Divide class into three groups. Assign each group a time frame: Mid-Century, Pre-
Revolution, and Post-Revolution. Provide them with the handouts that apply to their time
frame. Using the information provided in the handouts, have each group discuss how
they, as Harvard students of that time period, would have viewed these three objects, and
whether/with what feelings they would have used/worn them. (4-5 minutes)

Have each group briefly present the attitude during their time frame toward these three
objects, sharing examples from the handouts. (3-4 minutes)

Ask students for their reactions to the attitudes toward these objects that existed during
these three time frames. Did anything surprise them? If students are surprised by the
popularity of British imports after the revolution and if time permits, this could lead to a
discussion of the role of material culture in national identity, both in America as a new
nation after the revolution and in the world today. (2-3 minutes; can be extended if time
permits)

Conclude by reinforcing that these objects of fashion and adornment were imbued with
very different meanings at different points in the late eighteenth century due to political
changes, and that as pieces of fashion and adornment these particular objects came to be
both tools of personal expression and political ideology. (1 minute)
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Object Photograph:
Wig Curler
(Reproduction)




Group 1 Handout: Mid-Century
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Advoncing Knowiledpe, Solving Namaon Problems

About a Boy and a Wig Curler

Fashion
Diana DiPaolo Loren
September 8, 2017

Archaeological small finds can tell us a great deal about how status, gender, and
identity are situated in and on the body.

In December 1759, John Page noted in his diary that after studying his bible in the morning, he
traveled to residence of one Mr. Wallen. Page paid Wallen 15 pounds for his first great coat, a new
pair of breeches, a pair of knee buckles, and half a cake of soap. From there, he returned to Harvard,
to conclude his studies on “an exceedingly cold day.” Page was 21 years old upon purchasing his
new coat and in his second year of study at Harvard. He received his AM in 1764 and later became a
minister in Danville, New Hampshire. His diary includes bits of intriguing detail about his daily life as
a student—the amount he owed to the college butler for his consumption of coffee, tea, and
chocolate; medicines used for alleviating his sore throat; his time spent attending lectures; and the
nine shillings he paid to a Mr. Merrill for a pair of curling irons for styling his wig.

How one covers and adorns the body is a powerful statement of political and personal

identities.

Dress was a notable part of Page's life, as much as it is often notable in our own. We all wear clothes:
to survive the environment, for bodily comfort, to distinguish “self” from “other,” for modesty and
allurement. Dress is personal, symbolic, and multifaceted; it is tied to taste, emulation, production,
and consumption. How one covers and adorns the bodyis a powerful statement of political and
personal identities. Page’s great coat must have been a welcome sight after trudging through the
streets on that exceedingly cold day, but it also marked him as a young scholar in Cambridge, where
a modest uniform was prescribed by college rules that reflected the institution’s Puritan beginnings.

Loren, Diana DiPaolo. “About a Boy and a Wig Curler.” Anthropology News, vol. 58, no. 5, pp.
62—67. anthrosource-onlinelibrary-wiley-com.ezp-prodl.hul harvard.edu, doi:10.1111/AN.604.




Group 1 Handout: Mid-Century

Advertisements from Boston Gazette, 29 June 1761 (Massachusetts Historical Society)

PEH R : _
IMPORTED in the laft Ships from LONDON

By John Leverett & Co™

And foid at their lore No. 5. the fouth fide of the
town dock, by wholefale, cheap for cafh, wreafurer’s
notes, or fhort cradit, Viz. .

USSIA duck, ozenbrigs, garlix, Roffia linnen,

. Ruffia diaper, “huckabuck, bockrams, clouting
diapers, table cloths, * callicoes, nankeens, taffitiesy
petlians, cambricks,” lawns, women's black filk gloves
and mitts, men’s and women’s white kid and f:mb
gloves, black gauze handkeschiefs,filk and linhen hand-
kerchiefs, checks, cotton hollands, thickf:tsPfullizhs )
velset fhapes, women's ftays and pettiboats, ribbone,’

men’s and women's thread, cotton, and worfled hofe, .

worlled and filk patterns for waiflcoats and breeches,

allapcens, crapes, tiffanies, callimancoes, fhalloons,
tammies, camblets, women s velvet, lateflring, allanrede,
black and blue pefong fattin ; fcarlet, blue and cloth
colotr'd broad cloths,German fergps, kerfeys, buttons,
twilt, bellandine fewing fi'k, qualities, partering. pins,
braid, galloom, cord, fans, looking glaffes, men’s and'
boys felt hate, nefls of gilt trurks, fieve bottoms,
futth, lead, fhot, pipes ; writing, printing, cartidge

and brown paper, ink powrter, accompt books, &e.

_N. B. Sugarby the hoghead, and barrel coffce.

“Larsoee Ivyderep, dnd 70 2t Soip =Y
Samuel Hughes %ucen-btrerf,
Ogfheads of Earthen and Glafs \Wares, Boxes of
H Pipes, Cartridge Papr, York(hire Ale, Currants,
Starch, Pump and Sole Leather, Flannels, Swanlkirs,
Cotchefter and Drapery Baize, Shag and ftriped Duflclls,
Blaokets and Rags, Callimancoes, Tammics, liuraots,
Shalloons, Broad Cloths, Irith. and Manchefter Linnens,
Ozenbrigs, Ticklinbirgs, Ravens and Ruflia Duck,
Dowlafd, broad Diapers, Tin Plates, colour'd Threads,
Mackrel Lines and Hooks, Ironmongery and Cutlary
Wares 3 Anchors, Cables, Sails and Riggiog fit for a
Ship of 200 Tons.
I IO IS IIIDDEII I SIS LS
Breen, T. H. The Marketplace of Revolution: How Consumer Politics Shaped American
Independence. Oxford University Press, 2005.




Group 2 Handout: Pre-Revolution




Group 2 Handout: Pre-Revolution

Excerpt from a letter to the publisher in the Boston-Gazette, Dec. 28, 1767

.;“
-n_-,
s
=

e
-

The Annotated Newspapers of Harbottle Dorr: The Boston-Gazette, and Country Journal, 28
December 1767 (Includes Supplement). http://www.masshist.org/dorr/volume/1/sequence/793.
Accessed 29 June 2018.




Group 2 Handout: Pre-Revolution

Excerpt from “Harvard College on the Eve of the American Revolution" by Sheldon S. Cohen

One reflection of the Stamp Act Crisis was recorded by an undergraduate [at Harvard] on 18
March 1768: “This being the day of the Year the Stamp Act was repealed [Thomas] Colman went
about and collected Money and they bought a quantity of Fagots and made a Vast Number of
Crackers and Serpents and set them on Fire in the Evening.” The previous autumn Harvard
seniors, in protest against the Townshend Duties, voted to abstain from tea drinking and wearing
imported British clothing at their commencement. The theses and Quaestiones at the 1768
commencement were even printed on paper manufactured in New England. The following year
the seniors repeated those actions and also gave notice of their refusal to do further business with
John Mein, a bookseller and printer of the Boston Chronicle who had opposed nonimportation
policies and their advocates. It was also apparently as a result of the Townshend crisis that a
militia company was organized at the college in 1769 or 1770. And, on 1 March 1775, the
protests of a considerable number of students caused Harvard’s administration to warn against

bringing India teas into the Commons.

[...] Yet it would be inaccurate to infer from these reports that political considerations dominated
student concerns. Despite their proximity to the center of crucial events, there was apparently no
organized participation by Harvard students in episodes such as the Stamp Act riots or the

Boston Tea Party. (176-178)

Cohen, Sheldon S. “Harvard College on the Eve of the American Revolution.” Publications of
the Colonial Society of Massachusetts, vol. 59, 1982, pp. 172-91

Non-importation agreement retrieved from:

Whereas This Province Labours under a Heavy Debt, Incurred in the Course of the Late War : And the
Inhabitants by This Means Must Be for Some Time Subject to Very Burthensome Taxes ... Boston : [S.n.],
1767. AB7.B6578.767w. Houghton Library, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass. http://nrs.harvard.edu/
urn-3:FHCL.HOUGH:10873406. Accessed 29 June 2018.




Group 3 Handout: Post-Revolution

JusT IMPORTED,
AND TO BE SOLD BY

FOSEPH GREENOUGH, Fun.

AT HIS CHEAPSHOP,
A LITTLE BELOW THE FERRY-WAY,
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UPERFINE, middling, & low bons, of all widths and colours. .
priced Broad-Cloths, of vari- § Tafte, pearl and plain edg'd, o
ous colours. % all colours. ;
Coatings. g Ferrits.
Colchelter and Drapery Baizes, of § Black and white Silk Gloves and
all colours. 2 Mitts.
Blankets, g Ladies’ Kid Gloves and Mitts, of
Crapes. g various colours.
Corded Poplins. £ Gentlemen's Woodftock, Dogfkin
Denmark Luftres. E and Beaver Gloves, of all co-
Double Camblets.
Striped and plain Cambletteens.
Black Laftings, and Sattinetts.
Durants.
Tammies.
Callimancoes.

P
At

a7

g«" ""uﬁ?\\* +
A

#  lours.

£ Sewing Silk.

2 Scarf Twift.

£ Fancy, Death-head, and- other

€ Buttons. e

B Irith Linens, of different widths

Corduroys, of all prices. 2 and prices. '

Men’s plain black and white filk g Fine and coarfe § Tabling Diaper. ¢
Hofe. § Manchefter Checks. g

Ladies’ fine Cotton, ditto g Striped Cotton, and Cotton and

Men’s fine and coarfe Thread and §  Linen of all widths and prices. {§
Cotton, ditto. # Thread Edgings, and Blond Lace §

Plain black Worfted, ditto. 2 —a very nice allortment.

Patent ribb'd and plain, dark and § A variety of Callicoes and Chint-
light grey, ditto. 2 zes, of the newelt fafhion.

Qualities. g Tapes. Threads.

Coat and Shoe-Binding. g ‘A variety of Black and other Fans.

Black and white Gauzes. Black and white Chip Hats, French

Black and white Gauze Handker- and other Crowns, of the new-
chiefs. g cft tafte.

3, 7, and yard wide black filk £ White and coloured Oftrich wa«
fring’d, ditto. € ving Feathers.

Bandanoes. E Black waving, and common, dit.

s Z

L% Printed Linen Handkerchiefs. £ Ladies’ Englith Ruiicl Shoes, crofs
s¥y  Cotton Shawls. £ cutand court Heels.

i % Sattins, g Morocco, red and green, ditto.
: “ﬁg Modes. 2 Hyfon, Souchong, and Bohca
#. % Luftrings. g  Teas, of the firlt quality only. v
jgvéiz Ell wide Taffaties. 2 Loaf-Sugar.
%, 2 Ell Perfians. £ Nutmegs. Cinnamon, ¢
A¥® Sarcenetts. € Mace. Cloves. |
6 Tiffanies. £ Pepper.  Allfpice. Indico. i

China, Sarcenet, and Sattin Rib- & Glafs & Yellow Ware, &c. &ec.
5 Shop open at all bours, and the finalleft favour gratefully acknowledged,




Group 3 Handout: Post-Revolution

Excerpt from The Politics of Fashion by Kate Haulman

A letter addressed “To the Working People of Maryland,” penned by Sidney, opined, “I should be
sorry . . . if the threads in your garments being somewhat larger might distress such men as you
who lately, being poorly clad and directed by a Man so plain that almost all his family wear
homespun, rescued your children from the high-dressed armies of Great Britain.”84 Whereas
working people had grown luxurious in the postwar period, great men such as George
Washington retained their humble habits, Sidney claimed. Washington’s example was powerful
enough to be used by a hatter in an advertisement claiming that the leader, the officers in the
Continental army, and most “ladies and gentlemen of consequence in the Untied States” had
patronized him for years.85 Others, however, were not so convinced of the leader’s sartorial
virtue. Although not mentioning him by name, a piece from New York clearly targeted
Washington: “When we see a citizen who has frequently exposed his life in the cause of freedom,
dressed in the manufactures of foreign nations, have we not reason to suppose that either he does
not understand the welfare of his country or that he totally disregards it?”” Despite his eloquence
in stressing patriotic duty, “almost every article which he wears is repugnant to his words,” the
author argued, leveling a charge of hypocrisy at the newly elected president.86

Washington responded by donning a suit made of domestic cloth from Connecticut for his
inauguration on April 30, 1789, just two weeks after the critique appeared. Newspapers now
rejoiced in the hope that “this laudable example in the first and best of men” would make
“industry and economy fashionable in the United States.” Yet there was no need to sacrifice
elegance, for Washington’s “complete suit of homespun cloathes” was of “so fine a fabric and so

handsomely finished that it was universally mistaken for a foreign manufactured superfine
cloth.” (213-214)

Haulman, Kate. The Politics of Fashion in Eighteenth-Century America. The University of North
Carolina Press, 2014,



Group 3 Handout: Post-Revolution

Portrait of John Adams by John Singleton Copley, 1783

Harvard. From the Harvard Art Museums’ Collections John Adams (1735-1826). https://
www.harvardartmuseums.org/art/299877. Accessed 29 June 2018.
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